
 

 

 

Rotary Roundup 15th July 2019 

 

Hi Everyone and welcome to the latest edition of our Rotary Roundup.  

Nice to see the sun back after some windy and wet weather of late. These clear blue skies 

and calm seas are what we all know and love about the Noosa winter but my, hasn’t the 

weather turned cool. Now is the time to break out those winter woollies 😊 

 Well, the changeover is now a distant memory as we ramp up our efforts and begin 

planning the goals and activities for the year ahead. More on that later in the Roundup. 

 

Last week 

Being the second week of the month, the Board met, and it was a packed agenda. A 

summary of some of the many items included: 

a) Finalising the successful Busking event and confirmation of disbursement of charity 

funds – a donation of $4000 will be made directly to Sailability. A presentation 

evening will be arranged to hand over funds.  

b) Planning is now underway for the next Noosa Busking Event given the positive 

feedback obtained from so many participants, sponsors and members of the general 

public. More to follow on this as we will need to do things differently and involve 

more partners to ensure another successful outcome next year. 

c) The Board endorsed the support of the Booin Gari Festival (a celebration of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander culture, hosted by Gubbi Gubbi Dance) through their partner, 

United Synergies. We will be donating $1000 to the support of this event on the 24th 

September 

d) We continue to advance discussions in support of a Sunny Kids program in our area. 

Bob Birkhead will keep us up to date on those discussions. 

e) Confirmed the use of the Tait Duke Cottage for a World Remembrance Day for 

Road Traffic Victims event on the Nov 17 from 10am to 11.30am. More on this as the 

time gets closer. 

f) The Board resolved to support a District nominated candidate for this years RYPEN 

program. Charles is helping us out on this topic. 

g) The Board resolved to support the donation of $1000 to an appropriate charity in 

remembrance of Elaine Smales. Peter Smales and daughter, Emma Smales will be 



back in Noosa in August and we are now planning a celebration evening to Elaine on 

the 20th August. Please mark this date in your diary and come along with partners to 

be part of this important event. More information to follow. 

h) The Board also considered some membership items, regretfully accepting Peter 

Watson’s resignation after dedicated service to the club with particular involvement 

as Treasurer and with the Tait Duke Cottage. On a positive note the Board also 

moved to reappoint Carl Beck and Craig Jenkins as Honorary Members for the 2019-

2020 Year. 

Last week we had more membership movement with the sad news that Rob van Wegen will 

retire and resign from Rotary leaving our club effective immediately. The Board will consider 

this at its next meeting. While Rob has indicated he is interested to remain a friend of 

Rotary, which is terrific, we will all sincerely miss Rob’s huge contribution and ‘larger than 

life’ presence at our meetings. We will immediately begin planning for a farewell event to 

celebrate his years of service to the club and our community.   

This week 

 Next meeting will be on 16th July and will be a regular meeting. No speaker is planned as I 

envisage continuing our discussion from the 2nd July on what we do and how we go forward 

as a Club in 2019-2020. 

 The focus this week will be on  

a) Resource Planning: Please come ready to discuss key actions we need to keep going 

as a Club. Office bearer roles, key ongoing activities (Bunnings Sausage Sizzle, 

Cottage administration, RYDA, fundraising activities in 2019-2020, Club Meetings and 

speaker engagement, Club Meeting catering, Social activity planning and logistics 

and others. We need to review these activities, who is currently responsible, ongoing 

responsibilities and backup resources for these activities.   

b) Club Forum: I would also like to propose the idea of a Club Forum to finalise our 

planning for the year. What I envisage would a workshop style event during our first 

meeting for August. This would bring all the current thinking together on our agreed 

objectives, planned events and final outcomes we would like to accomplish for 2019-

2020. More discussion on this tomorrow night.   

 

Like our last meeting, please have another look at Steve Watts and Bob Birkhead’s Summary 

Paper from their recent Fundraising Brainstorming session in late May so this is front of 

mind as we plan our objectives, goals and the efforts required for success in the year ahead.  

That’s it for the moment and I look forward to seeing you at tonight’s meeting. Charles has 

kindly offered to fire up the ‘barbie’ for us tonight. ‘Thanks Chick!’ 

All the best 

Chris Parker 


